February 8, 2022 Ballot Measures: Protecting Our Children & Our
Investment
The start of a new year brings North Beach School District voters the opportunity to
make our schools among the most seismically and tsunami-safe on the West Coast. The
passage of two school tax proposals on the ballot February 8, 2022, will do that and
more:
Proposition #1, the Safety 4 Students Construction Bond Measure, creates vital
improvements and expansions at each school to enhance learning and safety;
Proposition #2, the renewal Educational Programs and Operations levy, provides 14
percent of the total district budget. It pays for people and things the state considers
“enrichment” but that our community generally expects schools to provide.
• Passage of these measures will protect the taxpayer’s investment in schools, and our
biggest investment of all – our kids.
• The proposed combined tax rate (after levy rollback) of $2.56 remains considerably
lower than those in neighboring communities.

Superintendent Kelly Reflects on the Past Year, and Hopes for the Future
There is much to be hopeful about as we look forward to 2022…but first a quick
reflection on 2021.
Our families and community were challenged as never before in 2021 with the chaos and
uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic. Disagreement betweeen neighbors and friends
about “what” was the right thing to do and “how” to best protect ourselves created
unrest, dissension and frustration. Some families and groups bonded together. Some
families and groups jettisoned apart.
In the end, the unifying force for me was a desire to serve our North Beach kids and
community and to do our very best to create opportunities and hope for the future. It was
a hard year for kids to learn and an equally hard year for teachers to teach. Perhaps the
best learning that occurred was perseverance and grit. Entering 2022 at 52 years of age I
can certainly say that those two attributes, perseverance and grit, will serve each of us
well in the future. So for that, 2021, I am incredibly thankful!
As we look forward to the New Year, perhaps the most exciting opportunity awaits in the
days, weeks and months to come. The North Beach Board of Directors has placed two
initiatives on the ballot for February 8th (ballots will arrive on or about the 23rd of
January), in hopes of changing the trajectory for our physical plants and educational
programs for our kids, for the better, for decades to come. You can read more details
about these initiatives in the newsletter that follows.
These two initiatives cost money, but many people say that the investment in our
children is one of the best investments a community can make.
Several parents have approached me in the last couple of months and asked how they
can get involved. First, and perhaps most importantly, VOTE! Regardless of your feeling
on the initiatives, your voice matters. You can register to vote or check your status at:
https://voter.votewa.gov/WhereToVote.aspx
If you’d like to get involved further, I’d encourage you to investigate the NB Citizens 4
Schools Committee. They have a Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/northbeachcitizens4schools This is the place to go if you’re
interested in a yard sign or to further get involved.
I believe that 2022 can be our very best year as a district! I’m hopeful as we emerge from
this pandemic that what we’ve learned during the pandemic will shape and continue to
push us to evolve as an educational system.
I believe that our kids in North Beach deserve the very best education…..ANYWHERE……
and I, as your superintendent, and the 150 North Beach employees who serve your kids
will work tirelessly to ensure that each of our scholars has an exceptional year, filled with
quality education, co-curricular activities and athletics, career choices, college
preparation, and social/emotional development.

I invite you to join us in this journey and support the valuable pursuit of education! I truly
believe that our kids are the most precious resource that our community holds.
For Kids,
Andrew E. Kelly (Andy)
Superintendent and Father of 1 NB graduate and 3 NB students

Learn more about these propositions below, or on our
website. Click here.

Proposition 1 - The Safety 4 Students Construction Bond Measure
Proposition1 will enhance the safety of our students, staff and surrounding communities
in each of our three schools -- Ocean Shores Elementary School, Pacific Beach
Elementary School and North Beach Middle/High School – while creating needed
additional classroom space to reduce overcrowding.
Each school will receive needed upgrades and improvements from the 25-year, $110
million measure.
Most notably – each will offer a safe haven to nearly eliminate the threat from a tsunami
for our students, staff and surrounding community members.
At Pacific Beach Elementary:
- The district will acquire land and construct a new elementary school beyond the reach
of a tsunami, to replace the existing Pacific Beach Elementary School.
- The resulting new building will be designed with flexibility for multiple uses in mind,
including community services.
At Ocean Shores Elementary:
- The district will build a two-story classroom addition that will include eight new
classrooms and a multi-use space/tsunami evacuation refuge at or above 50 feet in
height to provide a safe place for our students, staff and community.
At North Beach Middle/Senior High School:
- The district will construct a performing arts center that will include a multi-use
space/tsunami evacuation refuge on top, at or above 50 feet in height. Students, staff
and community members will be able to take refuge during the threat of a tsunami.
- We'll install new metal roofing, upgrade/improve the HVAC system throughout the
building, and provide targeted improvements to restroom facilities, keeping our schools
up to date.
The passage of the Safety 4 Students Construction Bond will allow North Beach School
District to ensure that the buildings and campuses in the district are in good shape for
the next 30 years.

North Beach Safety 4 Students Construction Bond

Proposition #2: Renewal Educational Programs & Operations Levy
For the last decade, North Beach residents have regularly approved an EP&O levy at
$1.35 per thousand of assessed value.
This year, the district is instead requesting approval of up to $1.06 per $1,000 valuation
of property. This is 29 cents per thousand lower than in previous years.
But - our actual collection is estimated to be closer to 81 cents per thousand due to
legislature’s levy cap.
The annual total collection of $1,986,705 makes up 14 percent of the total district
budget. It pays for people and things the state considers “enrichment” but that our
community generally expects schools to provide. This includes:

The day-to-day operation of our schools
The salaries and benefits of additional staff, including: Additional certificated staff
to help lower class size and eliminate split classes; Increase counseling support;
Increased paraprofessional support for small groups and one on one learning
Athletics and other extracurricular activities

Related News Articles
Why the emphasis on tsunami and seismic safety for schools? Why do small, rural districts
struggle to update their infrastructure?

Keep Up with Information and Events
Go to our website to see the most current information, dates and more.

North Beach School District
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY
The North Beach School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on
the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status,
sexual orientation, gender expression, gender identity, disability, or the use of a trained
dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other
designated youth groups. The following employee(s) has been designated to handle
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights, Title IX, and Section 504
Coordinator: Andrew E. Kelly, akelly@northbeachschools.org, 336 St. Rt. 115, Ocean
Shores, WA 98569, 360-289-2447.
Email: ptimpson@northbeachschools.org
Website: www.northbeachschools.org
Location: P.O. Box 159/336 State Route 115, Ocean Shores, WA 98569
Phone: 360-289-2447
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NorthBeachSchoolDistrict
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